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Let’s all Wave the MLA Flag!

Whenever we head out onto the lake, we marvel at all the 
different fl ags people proudly fl y on their fl agpoles whether 
they be on docks, boathouses or decks. So many different 

designs, family crests  - and fun fl ags that have been waving in the warm 
summer winds of Muskoka for years. These fl ags likely all have different 
meanings, represent the love of a place and likely have a great story behind 
them. At our cottage, we fl y the Canadian fl ag and at times the Texas fl ag 
to celebrate our family who visit from their home in Texas, notably called 
‘Muskoka South’.

If you look back one or two generations, Muskoka cottagers also 
fl ew the MLA fl ag and they did it with pride. My grandfather proudly 

displayed his MLA burgee on his boat along with the MLA 
sticker on the windshield. I was taught that this meant the 
lakes were protected by the MLA members – it showed me 
the community of the lakes that the MLA helped to build.

We are lucky to have many new people on our lakes 
who have fallen in love with Muskoka just as our previous 
generations did all those years ago, and its still our 
responsibility to continue to build our community. 

We are bringing that pride to the shorelines that we love 
and cherish by offering the MLA fl ag starting this Summer. 
We’d love to see every cottage fl y one!

So order yours today and when someone asks about the 
MLA fl ag  - and what it means  - tell them that you are proud 
to be a Muskoka cottager as well as an MLA member. Also 
tell them about some of the great MLA programs such as 
the Water Quality Initiative who’s volunteers work tirelessly 
to monitor and protect our lake health for all of us to enjoy. 
Share with the generation of today what was built by the 
generations of yesterday and will continue on for many years 
to come.

Wave an MLA fl ag, because it means something to all of 
us! We look forward to sharing a story or two with you on 
our next evening cruise.

Jennifer & Michael Bidwell
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ShoreLines

Don’t Miss These MLA Events! 
Annual General Meeting - July 22 

Aquatic Regatta - July 30

Sailing Regattas - July 31,  August 20 & 21

Antique Boat Show - August 13

36” x 60” fl ags are available for purchase for $30 plus tax through the 
MLA offi ce at info@mla.on.ca or by calling 705-765-5723

We are bringing that pride to the shorelines 
that we love and cherish...
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It is with mixed emotion that I write my last 
formal president’s message before I advance to 
the past-president role at our annual general 

meeting on July 22. 
Being MLA president for the past two years 

has been a larger task than I anticipated, with 
many opportunities and challenges to manage on 
our members’ behalf. It’s a challenging role for a 
volunteer, and I am proud to be passing the reins 
to my very capable friend and former island cottage 

neighbor, Bob Ensor. 
MLA directors and committee members tackle many different topics. 

We advocate for responsible government and land use, work to preserve 
water quality and the unique Muskoka environment, and most recently, 
advocate for change in the management of Muskoka water levels. We do 
all of this volunteer work – and much more – on behalf of you, our valued 
members, all with an aim to preserve the Muskoka we know and cherish. 

As I reflect on the top matters I have personally engaged in, the most 
recent, highly emotional, and time consuming has been the MLA water 
level task force. You have received regular communication about our actions 
and progress toward achieving a three point action plan with the provincial 
government. I hope this issue becomes my legacy as I retire from this role 
and take on new challenges. 

Imagine spring rolling around without having to worry about 
spring flood regularity and the resulting damage to our shorelines, 
docks, boathouses and equipment. It is a lofty, but important (and 
achievable) goal. 

Thank you again to those who responded to our flood damage survey. 
With more than 1,000 survey responses, we have plenty of data to support 
the need for change to the Muskoka River Water Management Plan.

While water quality was a personal highlight, I am proud that the MLA 
has also achieved much more:

We stabilized membership and have seen recent growth in new members;
We developed a powerful network of small lake associations and smaller 

associations on the big lakes;
We have a strong board and committee structure, which enables us to 

rapidly organize on important matters, like the water level task force and its 
initial outcomes;

We have broad and trusted relationships with the District of Muskoka 
and the township mayors, councillors and staff;

We achieved our budget and developed a solid financial plan for the 
association, including the approval and execution of an overdue membership 
fee increase;

We launched comprehensive water quality initiatives, including the 
second level study on the problematic E.coli in Wallace Bay on Lake Rosseau;

We gained new traction and involvement with elected officials in 
Gravenhurst and built on the strength of our relationships in the Township 
of Muskoka Lakes, Seguin and Bracebridge;

We re-established a position on the Bala Falls Hydro plant; and
We continued our strong communication efforts, through the annual 

MLA yearbook, quarterly ShoreLines newsletter and monthly NewsBites. 
For many of us, this time of year is the best; the sun shines long hours, 

our lakes are warmer to enjoy the vast watersports our area offers, and our 
personal friends return for some rest and relaxation at the cottage. Bring on 
summer fun, socializing and boating.

In this issue of ShoreLines, we cover a broad range of topics too long to 
list in this space. It’s a full issue, and one I hope you very much enjoy.  

On behalf of the MLA board of directors, I wish you a wonderful 
summer and hope to see you at our AGM in July.

Michael Hart - President

ReflectionsMESSAGE
President’s
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New Members

David Browne • Cockburn Island
dbrowne@mmr.ca • 416-520-7042

Philip Goad • Laurie Island
pgoad@mmr.ca • 416-738-4412

Cottages are special places. 
Let us help you protect them.

 Recommended by the MLA for Member Insurance Services

TM

Please welcome the following and their families as new 
members of the MLA! From January 1 - June 1, 2016

Heidi BALSILLIE
Sandy BAPTIST
Lynn BARON
Doug BARTLETT
Richard BIRTWHISTLE
James BLANCH
Linda BORG
Ed BOUTILIER
Laurie CASHMORE
Ed CASS
Jason CLAXTON
Gordon CONLIN
Heather COONS
Margot DAVISON
Allan DAY
David DIME
Sajjad EBRAHIM
Kim ENNS
Bill & Sharon FIELDING
Gord FORFAR
Joanne FOSTER
Brent GEDDES
Lorne GOLD

David GRAHAM
Catherine HAMILTON
Susan HARRISON
Petra HEINS
Peter HOWARD
Jeremy JACOBS
Dell JEFFREY
Adrienne JOHNSON
Margaret KENWRIGHT
Mary KITCHEN
Joe LATHAM
Alan MARR
Anne MCCLURE
Sheard & Tommy             
   MCCULLEY
Paul MCDONALD
Sannu MOLDER
Geoffrey MORAWETZ
Bob MORINE
Mark MURSKI
MUSKOKA COTTAGES     
   BY MARLENE
Barbara PALTER

Elisa PALTER
PRIDE MARINE GROUP
Pat ROBINSON
Wayne RODGERS
Don & Laura ROSS
Cynthia SABOURIN
Ian SAVILLE
Brian SILVER
Murray SILVERBERG
David SINTON
Jonna SMITH
Warren SMITH
David SYLVESTER
Stephen THOM
THREE MILE LAKE 
ASSOCIATION
Thomas TURNER
Family WHALEY
Steven WOOLVEN
Richard WYMAN
Elyse ZELUNKA
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II’ve been an MLA member since 1984 - the year my wife and I 
bought our first cottage. For 30+ years, I’ve paid my annual dues, 
got my yearbook and that was that. So from the MLA’s perspective, 

I’ve either been the perfect member, or the worst kind of 
member, I’m not sure. 

As a retired engineer I would start my winter day 
in Florida checking the temperature and humidity 
at the cottage, checking my “bubble cam” to see 
that my bubblers were doing their thing, and 
checking the water level on Lake Muskoka 
at Beaumaris, via the government website. 
This year by mid February I suspected we 
were in trouble. The lake level was much 
higher than it was the previous year - 
almost a half meter higher.

I built my boathouse over the winter 
and spring of 2008. My siding was sitting 
on my dock, when it started to float 
away with the spring flooding. Not good. 
I subsequently finished the inside of the 
boathouse with pine, only to have it damaged 
by the big flood in 2013. So when flooding seemed 
imminent in 2016, I was not a happy camper. 

I sent an email to the Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry. I was questioning why we had had so many floods 
since 2008 with two being severe, and no floods in the previous 25 years. 
I got a predictable response. In anger I sent an email to Michael Hart, 
MLA President. I received an unexpected response - join the Water Level 
Task Force and help the MLA make a difference. So I did. 

Since then I have spent many hours studying the Muskoka River 

Water Management Plan which was adopted in 2006. I was looking for 
differences between this plan and the previous one. The first thing that 
struck me was that the plan called for a bigger draw down by Oct 15th so 

that the trout lay eggs at a lower level (and we ding our props on 
Thanksgiving weekend). Secondly, the winter drawn down 

should be less than the previous plan so that the trout 
eggs don’t end up out of the water. The draw down 

is also modified by the amount of snow pack, 
but there is no contingency for heavy spring 

rain, rapid snow melt or anything related to 
climate change. 

Clearly the plan is well intentioned, 
contemplating fish, wetlands, etc., but in 
the 10 years since implementation, we’ve 
had 4 floods. The plan was intended to 
be revised after 10 years, but it was just 
extended, as is, for another 5 years! It is 
for these reasons that the Task Force was 

formed and developed a 3 point ask.
MLA members are being well represented 

by the members of the MLA Water Level 
Task Force and their range of both personal 

and professional experiences. The passion in this 
group is unbelievable and well directed.
By the time most MLA members read this I expect 

you will be enjoying all that Summer in Muskoka has to offer; 
sunny skies, barbeques and friends. But rest assured, the MLA Water 

Level Task Force is still looking at ways to prevent the high water levels we 
experienced back in April; and I for one am proud to be part of that.

Bob Dunlop, MLA member
MLA Water Level Task Force

Water Level Task Force

Organizing summer activities at the cottage always starts with 
pencilling in our favourite summer event - the MLA Aquatic 
Regatta. 

We have been attending this event ever since our enthusiastic 
Windermere neighbours insisted our family join them several years 
ago. As parents of four very active boys, we had no idea what to expect 
our first year. We thought we would attend and simply “observe” the 
activities. We did not realize how quickly we would want to be thrown 
into the fray. Our kids embraced the races, 
team competition and excitement. Our 
newbie fears were abandoned as we joined 
friends, family and neighbours in canoe, 
kayak, stand-up paddleboard, skiff and 
swim races. Our children’s faces lit up 
when they saw all the medals and trophies 
awarded after the events.

The regatta has a wonderful multi-
generational feel. For many families, this is 
clearly a time-honoured tradition, although 
it is impossible to tell which generation is 
having the most fun. 

For more recent converts, it is just pure 
summer enjoyment. There is something to 
appeal to every age group. The Junior Regatta 

takes place in the morning for children ages 13 and under as well as their 
parents and grandparents. The Senior Regatta is an afternoon event. The 
day finishes with the crowd-favourite tilting competition where jousters 
stand on canoe gunwales and attempt to topple their opponents. 

Our children’s proudest moment during their first regatta was when 
their 82-year-old grandfather in the spirit of the moment participated 
in the three generation family canoe race. They didn’t win the race but 
they had a blast trying. That evening, they awarded their grandfather 

all the medals they won during the course 
of the day. Our boys still fondly display the 
medals from each year they have attended 
the regatta at our family boathouse. 

The MLA Aquatic Regatta most of all 
represents tradition. This event-packed day 
provides a real sense of Muskoka history that 
began 123 years ago in Port Carling. It is 
the oldest continuously run aquatic regatta 
in Canada. The entire event is organized 
by a group of volunteer cottagers for the 
benefit of the entire Muskoka community. 
The day is a great opportunity to enjoy and 
appreciate all that Muskoka has to offer. 

Azra Khan, Aquatic Regatta Co-Chair

The MLA Aquatic Regatta - Creating Summer Memories

REGATTA
M U S K O K A  L A K E S  A S S O C I A T I O N

mla.on.ca

S A T U R D A Y ,  J U L Y  3 0 ,  2 0 1 6

www.mla.on.ca
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Language is a peculiar thing. 
Referring, as we often do, to 
roads as arteries is a metaphorical 

contradiction, imposing life-sustaining 
importance to those overheated tarmac 
miseries jammed every day with noise, 
exhaust, and bad tempers. 

If roads are arteries, then surely 
recreational trails should be elevated, 
metaphorically, above that. So how 
about this: a trail is a community’s soul.

Muskoka’s trails are certainly soul-
sustaining. Where else can a person 
feel as fulfilled as when winding down 
a footpath through the woods or 
over a waterfall? You’re forced to slow 
down on a trail. The rattle and fuss 
of everyday life fades. You cross paths 
with other walkers, and pause to share 
the enrichment of the day. Hiking is 
an internal journey as much as it is a 
physical one. In Japan it’s been clinically 
proven that walking in forests quiets the stress-response mechanisms in 
the brain.

In spring, trails like Wilson’s Falls Trail in Bracebridge or Hazelwood in 
Port Carling are a mass of trilliums seemingly levitating above the forest 
floor. Through the treetops, newly arrived warblers startle with flashes of 
brilliant colour as they fill the air with their songs.

Through early summer on Hardy Lake Park’s trails, the air is tinged with 
the perfume of sunlight beating on meadow grasses, of spring beauty and 
partridge berry. Just behind the Muskoka Tourism office on Highway 11, 
the Kahshe Barrens Trail offers a respite from driving with two loops along 
beaver ponds, over oak barrens and through rich forest. 

As days shorten, the temptation is to find high ground—at Milford 
Bay’s Huckleberry Rock Cut, or Bracebridge’s Strawberry Point to name 
a couple—to witness the transformation of the forest canopy to gold 
and russet. 

Even in winter, the trails are alive, crisscrossed with animal tracks and the 
tireless energy of chickadees; trails throughout Muskoka offer up snowshoe 
and ski opportunities. 

Most of Muskoka’s 400-plus kilometres of trails are maintained by the 
municipalities and summer students. They’re modest in length, although 
the TransCanada Trail through Muskoka spans about 131 kilometres. 

To many, Muskoka’s trails network remains an undiscovered secret. But 
routes are online and in maps. Each municipality’s website has information 
about its trails. And for the last 11 years, the Muskoka Trails Council, a 
non-profit charity, has been working to raise awareness of the trails and 
guide decision-makers in expanding and improving the trails system. 

Like many non-profits, the trails council has had its ups and downs. 
The early and mid-2000s were up. Strong participation and good funding 
sparked a push for more urban pathways, paved shoulders for cyclists and a 
host of events. Portable map sets were printed, and continue to be in high 
demand. The council’s website was born, and is an important source of local 
trails information. 

In the last few years, the trails council’s activities have declined. Great 
ideas have come forward; trail linkages, promotional partnerships and 
the notion of a volunteer trail maintenance network, to name a few. But 
without a strong funding base, and without the personnel to take the lead, 

the ideas remain on paper. 
Here and there, good things 

are happening on our trails even as 
municipalities struggle with tight 
budgets. The Trans Canada Trail is 
planning to mark the 150th anniversary 
of Confederation next year. The 
Muskoka Trails Council needs to be back 
in it: the group has begun a rebuilding 
process, assessing how to best serve the 
trails system in Muskoka. There is an 
open invitation to anyone who would 
like to join in this process. With many 
people helping, the soul of Muskoka can 
continue to enrich new generations. 

For information visit www.
muskokatrailscouncil.com. The website 
currently offers a selection of trails from 
each municipality, but more may be 
found on each municipality’s website. 
If you’re interested in helping with the 
trails council through this building 

phase, send an inquiry to info@muskokatrailscouncil.com. And if you’d like 
to donate, there’s a Paypal account on the website.

John Challis is past president of the Muskoka Trails 
Council and a member of Muskoka Field Naturalists.

Trails: the soul of Muskoka

Photos from Hazelwood Trail supplied by Trevor Noonan, 
Muskoka Lakes Golf & Country Club

www.davemcmurray.ca
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On May 27-28, 2016, I attended the Muskoka Summit for the 
Environment (MSE) for the fi rst time. My partner was in 
disbelief when I announced to him how excited I was about 

going, considering it was my birthday weekend and the forecast was calling 
for stunning weather. He would have rather gone camping, but I didn’t 
want to miss the bi-ennial event!

Not only were the speakers very inspiring and informative, but the 
event was well run and the MLA booth had tremendous attention from 
the public; with many science students interested in the MLA’s crown 
jewel, our Water Quality Initiative program.

Among all the great messages heard over the two days, we have to 
remember the optimism conveyed by the many varied speakers. 

Biologist at McGill University, Dr. Catherine Potvin’s call to action was 
pretty simple: we cannot sit still thinking it’s too late to reverse climate 
change, nor we can solve all the global warming related issues immediately 
as it is a very complex problem. She felt that we may not have all the 
answers now, but we will fi gure it out if we start walking in the right 

direction today. Indeed, with the fast development of new technologies, 
we don’t know what will be available to us in the very near future. 

To help us to be a part of change and reduce our carbon footprint, 8 
recommendations were made in a Communiqué coming out of the MSE. 
Among them it suggests we can plant a tree or support an organization that 
plants trees. The MLA is very proud to have supplied more than 4,700 
native seedlings at our Seedling Day in mid May, which will help offset 
carbon footprints in Muskoka. But although it’s a good thing to do for 
the planet and our gardens, planting trees do not adequately address our 
current dependence on fossil fuels. That is why the other recommendations 
engage us to make changes in our lifestyles, such as reducing the amount 
of meat in our diets.

With the terrain and long distances in Muskoka, active transportation 
(walking, biking, canoeing...) challenges can be great. But that is when we 
have to get creative and develop other ways: carpooling (or boatpooling) 
can be great ideas to reduce our carbon footprint and reduce the effects of 
climate change on the Muskoka we love. I know I’m not looking forward 
to a lack of maple syrup! 

Indeed, it’s all about changing our habits, and that’s what the speakers 
were insisting on: every little bit helps. Why not look at your own carbon 
footprint and start small by eliminating or reducing what’s easier for you 
before taking on the bigger issues.

David Miller, former Mayor of Toronto and now with WWF Canada, 
had a lot of knowledge to share on how to “green” cities and reduce their 
carbon footprints. Did you know that 70% of the greenhouse gas emissions 
in Canada originate from cities. Dr. Nigel Roulet (McGill University, 
Biology and Geography) indicated that as much as we talk a lot about our 
lakes, rocks and forests here in Muskoka, wetlands are actually the most 
active and effi cient reducers of carbons. 

The keynote speaker, Elizabeth May, gave a passionate, knowledgeable 
and inspiring speech about the future of climate change actions in Canada. 
She spoke about historical challenges and the optimistic path forward and 
her belief that Canada can be seen as a world leader in reducing greenhouse 
gases by 2030 in a few steps.

So as cottagers and residents in Muskoka, we can consider ourselves 
lucky that the natural features of our rural area are already doing a fair bit 
of the job! Now it’s up to us to protect this natural environment, and to do 
our part by reducing our carbon footprints.

To read more about all the speakers and the topics discussed over the 
Summit, please visit the Muskoka Summit for the Environment website 
www.muskokasummit.org.

Claire Danès, Administrative Co-Ordinator

Solutions for a Warming World 
– inspirations from the Muskoka Summit on the Environment

Come out to the 123rd Annual Meeting
Friday, July 22, 2016 | 6:30 p.m. | Milford Bay Community Center | 1020 Beaumaris Road, Milford Bay

Featuring: Rebecca Webb, Regional Manager, MPAC
Rebecca’s presentation will centre around the 2016 Assessment Update which most cottagers will receive in July. MPAC has introduced 
some of the most signifi cant reforms to Ontario’s property assessment system since 1998. These changes share a common goal that is rooted 
in MPAC’s commitment to increased transparency and understanding in order to bring stability and predictability to municipalities’ tax base.

Rebecca Webb, Regional Manager Municipal & Stakeholder Relations (Zone 5). Rebecca spent over 25 years working with the Town 
of Gravenhurst in their Finance Department where she most recently held the role of Manager of Revenue and Taxation. Rebecca has 
been an active member of the Ontario Municipal Tax and Revenue Association (OMTRA) for most of her career and held a position on 
the Board of Directors for four terms. Rebecca has an extensive background and education in the areas of municipal administration, 
municipal taxation, employment law, municipal accounting and fi nance.

Rebecca also resided in Bracebridge for over 25 years has had a family cottage on Skeleton Lake, near Rosseau since she was 4, where 
now her family and kids continue to enjoy the same great summer family fun at the cottage as she did.
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Unfortunately we too 
often hear about boating 
accidents that occur at 

night. Many of these incidents 
take place after groups of boaters 
have gathered together to enjoy 
an evening lakeside concert or 
fireworks display. Often these 
events start during evening daylight 
hours and finish up well after 
dark. Boaters and their friends 
and families have arrived when 
it is easy to see what is going on 
around them and where they are in 
relation to other boaters and their 
immediate surroundings. After the 
show is over it is often very dark. 
You can no longer make out points 
of reference, aids to navigation and 
even other boats. Sometimes you 
might have forgotten to check your 
navigation lights before you set out 
and now, when you actually need them, they are not working properly. 
Other boats are moving about in close proximity and they might not be 
able to see you or you them.

Speed and alcohol may also be playing a role here. While anchored 
watching the show you may be tempted to have an alcoholic drink or 

two and after the show another temptation is to try to get to your next 
destination too quickly.

Let’s step back a bit and consider the situation. As with any boating 
trip, day or night, pre-planning and having the right equipment in good 
working order is the key to success and enjoyment.

Consider where you are going and how you are going to get back. Check 
your up-to-date charts, note any potential hazards and any potential aids 
to navigation, especially those that will be clearly visible at night. At night, 
all lights often look the same so try to find ways of identifying which is 
which. As the sun goes down and lights come on look around and make 
note of clear points of reference.

Also, alert yourself to which way other boats are traveling depending on 
what navigation lights you can see. Remember who has right of way but 
more importantly, always keep a constant lookout and don’t presume that 
others will know who has the right of way, that they will be traveling at a 
safe speed, or that they will be maintaining a lookout.

In one particularly tragic example, a boat hit the line between a tug and 
the barge it was towing because the operator did not know the meaning of 
the lights being displayed by both the tug and its tow.

At night, travel at a slower speed that reflects the actual conditions. 
Often on a clear night with a full moon visibility is quite good but 
incoming cloud cover can end that very quickly.

Make sure all your electronic equipment and navigation lights are 
working properly before setting out. Check all safety equipment, make 
sure that everyone has a properly fitting lifejacket or Personal Flotation 
Device (PFD) and that they are all in good condition. Better still, make 
sure everyone is wearing their PFDs and let everyone on board know where 
all the safety equipment is located. Check the batteries in your flashlight 
and keep your charts close at hand.

Make sure you have enough gas to get to your destination and back 
home with some to spare. The rule of thumb is 1/3rd to get there, 1/3rd to 
get back and 1/3rd in reserve. It is also a good idea to let someone on land 
whom you trust know where you going and when you expect to return.

All of these suggestions hold true for travel day or night, but extra care 
is required at night due to the more limited visibility and the fact that, 
at night, it becomes more difficult to know exactly where you are and to 
maintain your sense of direction.  

John Gullick, Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons

Bite Back
For effective mosquito and 
tick control give us a buzz:

1 888 865-BUZZ1 888 865-BUZZ

Nightime Boating

 Photo by Christie White
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One of the defining characteristics of Muskoka built boats is their 
shape, their curves. All boats have curves, but Muskoka’s boats 
have bold dramatic curves. We will celebrate those curves at the 

MLA Antique Boat Show on Saturday, August 13, 2016. The theme of the 
show will be “Curvaceous” and will feature 72 antique boats that illustrate 
that theme.

Perhaps the ultimate in curvaceousness was achieved with Greavette’s 
line of ‘Steamliners’ and ‘Shearliners’. This year’s feature boat is Curlew: 
a 1937 double-ended Greavette Streamliner designed by John Hacker. 
Curlew is currently owned by Murray Walker.

The MLA Boat Show brings together fine surviving examples of the 
wooden boats built and used in Muskoka by those who went before us. 
These wooden boats are maintained and cared for as never before. The 
current owners of these unique craft will be at the show and they love to 
tell the history and stories of their boats. With luck and love, these boats 
will live on to tell their stories for many more generations.

This year also features demonstrations of Sea Fleas to stir youthful 
imaginations and a display of vintage outboard motors provided by the 
Maple Leaf Outboard Club. Mark Saturday, August 13 in your calendar, 
come out, and enjoy a day with these fine craft and their owners. The show 
runs from 10 am to 4 pm and admission is free.

Curvaceous

Curlew by Tim Duvernet

The Community Programs Committee is a team of enthusiastic 
leaders who are committed to fostering the safe, responsible and 
active enjoyment of the unique Muskoka environment. We manage 

a series of programs and events for our members and the local community.
We have been offering Community Programs since our inception back 

in 1894. Interestingly, it was our flagship Aquatic Regatta that started 
in 1894 and drove the launch of the MLA earlier that year. We want to 
celebrate MLA’s rich history and ongoing enjoyment of aquatic activities 
on our beautiful lakes. Our bi-ennial Antique Boat Show, which runs this 
summer, showcases the very best in these majestic vessels. We continue 
to have an active sailing program with inter-club youth racing across the 
Muskoka region, the annual all-fleet sailing regatta and a premier Laser 
class regatta. In the winter we continue the history of supporting the MLA 
Curling Bonspiel.

We facilitate education programs and communications to members on 
responsible Muskoka water front living. We continue to monitor boating 
regulations and advocate for members on relevant boating issues. To 
educate people on both safe and courteous motor boat operation we have 
partnered with the Safe & Quiet Lakes organization and will be continuing 
our radar speed sign pilot. 

We leverage our unique role to support other community oriented 
programs throughout the year that provide clear member value. Many 
members are benefiting from our insurance partnership with a top notch 
brokerage firm by receiving a free audit of their insurance coverages. Each 
May long weekend, we make a bulk purchase of seedlings to help our 
members get an affordable, convenient and high quality planting solution.

Giving back to the local community is another element of our 
committee plan. We capture the generosity of cottages each fall with 
donations for one of the local area food banks. We also award a $5,000 
bursary and summer job at the MLA to a local high school student.

The Community Program Committee operates at a net positive 
contribution to the MLA finances, thanks to event sponsors and the tireless 
efforts of our committee members and event volunteers. We are always 
looking for help, so please let us know if you are interested in joining the 
CP team!

Committee members: John Bowlby, Robinson Clark, Lynda Coutts, Chris 
Cragg, Sandy Currie, Katherine Marr, Bob Ensor, Peter Hand, Michael 
Hart, Azra Khan, Lisa Noonan, Lawton Osler, Steve Phillips, Rick Terry, 
Barbara Triskan

Steve Phillips - Chair, Community Programs Committee

Inside the MLA - MLA Community Programs (CP) Committee
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The MLA has a 
reward program to 
help catch vandals!

At the third annual 
meeting of the Muskoka 
Lakes Association held on 
February 10th, 1896, the 
minutes include the following 
statement: The association has 
taken up the matter of assessments, 
as also the protection of property and a reward 
is standing for the conviction of any party injuring the 
property of a cottager who is a member of The association – notices have 
been inserted in the Gravenhurst and Bracebridge papers and the fact of the 
reward widely circulated.”

That reward program continues to this day, with a $1000 reward being 
offered by the Association for information, given by anyone other than a 
police of municipal offi cer, leading to the arrest and conviction of any persons 
damaging the property of any member or tampering with the buoys or 
navigation aids on the lakes. Any information should be sent direct to the 
Secretary of the Association at Port Carling. The MLA provides members 
with a 12" x 12" metal sign to hang on their cottage to encourage fellow 
cottagers to adopt a ‘neighbourhood watch’ type attitude, and to potentially 
dissuade would-be vandals and burglars. 

There is no indication in the minutes of the 1896 AGM regarding the 
amount of the award, but we do know that at some point in history the 
signs were made of cloth and the reward was for $100. Over the years the 
reward has grown to today’s $1000.

If you don’t have an MLA Reward sign, or yours is out-dated or rusty, 
please don’t hesitate to stop in to the offi ce for a replacement. By working 
together and watching out for each other, we can effectively reduce theft 
and damage of our properties in Muskoka.

Did You Know?

Contact Us
Muskoka Lakes Association, Box 298, 65 Joseph Street, Port Carling, ON  P0B 1J0
P 705-765-5723   |  F 705-765-3203   |  E info@mla.on.ca  |  W www.mla.on.ca

Event Planning Assistance
Pre-Arrival Cottage Prep
Rental Concierge Services
… and much more!
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Did You Know?

Cottage Succession Seminar
Sunday, July 10 at 1 pm,  Port Carling Community Center

Keeping the cottage in the family isn’t always easy. We will be addressing many issues 
from how the taxes will be paid, how best to transfer ownership and how to ensure that 
family harmony is maintained as the property gets passed down.

Free for MLA members, $10 per person for non members.  Reserve at info@mla.on.ca 
or by calling 705-765-5723

Are your trees ready for the changes to our climate?
Sunday, August 21 at 1 pm, Port Carling Community Center

Join Steve Munro from Westwind Forest Stewardship as he talks about how you can 
prepare your property and your trees for the changing Muskoka climate.  He will also 
discuss some best practices for backlot maintenance.

Free for MLA members, $10 per person for non members.  Reserve at info@mla.on.ca 
or by calling 705-765-5723
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